Kendra 

When she attended Illinois State, Kendra Yagow was one busy young lady. Majoring in Communications with an eye on television, she spent a great deal of time at the TV-10 campus station. She was also a musician, in the ISU marching band and the women’s choir. 

Kendra remembers her freshman experience: a whirlwind of classes, many diverse people, a whole bunch of things going on! It all made for a “hodgepodge” of uncertainty. 

Yet amidst everything else, there was something familiar. Beyond familiar, though, it was firm and solid. It was church. 

On Kendra’s first Sunday worshipping at Wittenberg Lutheran Center, she knew she was truly at home. Christ was there, serving her with His Gospel and Sacraments. Wittenberg had been one of the main reasons Kendra had chosen to attend ISU. And now she had a home away from home. So does every Christian, where Christ and His Word are. Kendra met other students who, like her, had attended a National Youth Gathering. But, mainly, they all had Christ in common.

Things became unsettled when campus pastor Damon Jirovek went home to be with the Lord. For the next year or so, Kendra and her campus ministry family did their part to keep things going at Wittenberg. She learned a lot about serving, through experience. 

After graduating in 2009, Kendra was a television news reporter and anchor at WEEK, Peoria; WSIE, Evansville, Indiana; and WGEM, Quincy. In 2011 she married Stephen Whittle. They have a little girl, Harper. Having served for a time as a Communications Specialist at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Kendra now works in public relations at Barnes Hospital and St. Louis Children’s Hospital. 

The Lord used your congregation’s gifts to the Central Illinois District to put Wittenberg Lutheran Center in place and maintain its ministry, for folks like Kendra. Thank you!  
 
“I thank my God . . . because of your partnership in the gospel” (Phil. 1:3-5).
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