
 
     August 2012 

Opening Thoughts:   
I have received many words of congratulations on my retirement and 

kind words about my service. Many have asked, “Do you know what 

you plan to do?” and “Were you upset because you did not win the 

election?” 

First of all, I had not planned on retirement and to know what I am 

going to do is not on my radar screen. Nor have I had time to think 

about it.  By not being re-elected, a huge weight was lifted from my 

shoulders. Then, I realized I had to clean out and sort through 17 years 

of accumulation in my office while trying to do my job until President 

Miller takes over September. 1. 

To get to the point; how can I be upset with the outcome? First, 

President Miller is a good friend. He has been my vice-president for 9 

years. He will certainly need our prayers as he undertakes this task. 

Second, we all need to listen to God speaking to us. He says ”I know 

the plans I have for you,” Jeremiah 29:11. He always has a better plan. 

I don’t know what lies ahead for me, but I trust God does. If I would be 

upset, that means I think my plan is better than God’s, and that’s not 

good.  We pray for God’s will to be done, not ours. We always look for 

our guidance in life to come from the Lord. I have emphasized this so 

many times with call committees - do more praying and depend on the 

Lord. 

I thank the Lord for the opportunity to have served and I pray that the 

Lord will continue to bless the CID in the years ahead, as well as the 

leadership that was elected at our district convention. 

President David Bueltmann 

 

Fire Chaplain Training on Friday, September 14, 2012, 10 am 

to 3 pm at St. Anthony Hospital, Effingham, IL. 

The fire chaplain’s job is to support and work with local fire 

departments/districts to provide support and counsel to fire 

fighters and their families. We are looking for volunteers in the 

area, but you don’t have to commit to being a chaplain to benefit 

from this training. It may prove helpful to ministry in your 

church. For more information, contact Chaplain Jim Wright at 

618-483-6395 or  jimwright1961@gmail.com . 

 

Special Religious Education Workshop for professionals, lay 

members, teachers, people with disabilities, parents, etc. on a 

topic related to being the Church with persons who have 

intellectual or developmental disabilities.  Topic: Making Room 

at the Table, held at Faith Lutheran Church, 2320 North 

Kickapoo St., Lincoln IL 62656 on September 15 from 9:00 AM 

to 4:00 PM.  The Friday evening pre-session is from 7:00-8:30 

PM at the same location.  The presenter is David Morstad of the 

Bethesda Institute for both days. There is no registration fee.  For 

more information go to the website (www.cidlcms.org) or contact 

Linda Schaefer schaeferdeac@aol.com   or 217-648-2824. 
 

National Youth Gathering 2013-LiveLove(d). Remaining 

training sessions to help prepare the adult leaders from your 

congregation…  

The schedule for training sessions is as follows: 

Monday, August 13, 6:30 PM—Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

Springfield 

Saturday, August 18, 10:30 AM—Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Urbana 

Sunday, August 19, 2 PM - Christ Lutheran Church, Normal 

Saturday, August 25, 2 PM - St. Peters Lutheran Church, East 

Peoria 

Wednesday, August 29, 7 PM - St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 

Milan 

A few of the topics that will be discussed include: Registration, 

Costs, Housing, Fundraising, Covenants, Leader Training, San 

Antonio, Central Illinois District Event, Q & A.  For more info 

contact Pastor Christopher Decker  217-317-0969 (Cell) or 

pastor@zionmp.org 

 
Register Now!  Deadline September 15, 2012! 

What: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

National Rural and Small Town Mission Conference 

When: Nov. 1-3, 2012 

Where: King's Pointe Resort, Storm Lake, Iowa 

Who: LCMS congregational leaders in rural and small town settings  

Why: The LCMS National Rural and Small Town Mission Conference 

will address the blessings and challenges facing rural and small town 

congregations. Learn more by going to www.lcms.org and searching 

for National Rural and Small Town Mission Conference. 
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