
 
     December, 2014 

Opening Thoughts:       
   Sometimes we’re overcome by the beauty of nature, but think 
what it must have been like in the beginning when God’s creation 
was still as He made it-- good and holy.  Now even the most 
beautiful things have fallen from what God intended and are part of 
a world that is passing away. This is what happened when Adam 
and Eve disobeyed God.  
   The movement of time from the beginning is full of self-love, 
unbelief in the true God, death and decay. God’s judgment is that 
sin gives way to death, and when He comes again on the Last Day 
He will cast Satan into hell and bring fallen creation to an end.  
What sinner could ever hope to escape His judgment of eternal 
death?  
   Yet in the beginning God promised a Savior, and at His time He 
sent His only Son. St. Mark starts his Gospel by describing what 
His coming among us means:  “The beginning of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark1:1). The beginning Jesus 
brought about would never be overcome, for coming in our flesh 
He kept His Father’s law perfect on our behalf, suffered and died 
on the cross as the punishment for the sin of the world, and rose in 
victory over all things. Baptized into Him we are a new creation, 
and when He comes again and raises the dead, all who belong to 
Him will live in joy and peace in the life of the world to come.  
   Advent is that special time of focusing on our coming King. Jesus 
is this king who will come again. Yet because He already came to 
atone for our sins, we don’t have to fear His coming again.  In the 
meantime He comes by His Gospel and Sacraments to strengthen 
faith, forgive sins, and guard us in the new life that we have with 
Him. 
Rev. Rick Milas, BOD Secretary and chaplain at University of Illinois. 
 
Prayers for CID Missions 

Your faithful prayers for all our CID missions are always greatly 

needed and appreciated.  This month please pray for our district 

campus at Illinois State University, Normal.  Pastor William  

Jensen serves the students of the area at our Wittenberg Lutheran 

Campus Center. 
 

Thank You!  St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Bath 

sponsored a German dinner.   The proceeds, $1,504, were given 

to the Central Illinois District for the Hispanic Ministry Outreach 

in Beardstown. 

 

Board Briefs 

 CID Board of Directors met November 25. Board received an 

update from Rev. Michael Burdick on the work of CID at 

Western Illinois University. 

 Board approved appointments of new Circuit Visitors in 

Iroquois and Peoria Circuits, replacing pastors who are no 

longer serving calls in those circuits. 

 School reports are coming in, showing a slight (but not 

atypical) decline in enrollment. In the past year, among 

families whose initial contact with a congregation was 

through early childhood or elementary school, God has 

brought about baptisms of 68 children and 71 adults. 

 Nate Landskroener was appointed to fill vacancy on the 

Congregational Life Commission. 

 Evangelism Commission has completed a survey of the past 

25 years of data from CID congregations. This study has been 

e-mailed to CID congregations and is available online. Rev. 

Peter Brechbuhl was appointed to replace a vacancy on the 

Evangelism Commission. 

 Mission Commission soon will be distributing new 

bookmarks featuring CID missions. Board designated 

restricted funds to assist Cristo Rey in obtaining blueprints 

and cost estimates for their proposed expansion. 

 Congregational contributions are running short of last year’s 

actual giving as well as below anticipated giving for the year, 

about 5% below historical averages. 

 Constitutions for Good Shepherd-Sherman and Trinity-

Taylorville were approved, constitution for St. John – 

Louisville referred back to the Congregational Constitution 

and Handbook Committee. 

 


