
 
     January 2012 

 

Opening Thoughts:  Unless the Lord builds the house, those 

who build it labor in vain. Psalms 127:1-2 

The New Year is here.  Hear any good predictions for 2012?  

Over 200 years ago, off the coast of Plymouth, England, a 

lighthouse was built to warn oncoming ships of the dangerous 

reefs. The architect of the lighthouse, a fellow by the name of 

Winstanley was absolutely convinced this lighthouse could 

survive any storm or wave that might come its way.  

To make a long story short, the winds did blow, the oceans did 

rise, and the lighthouse was tried and found wanting. In took less 

than three years for it to be reduced to a pile of rubble and swept 

away. 

Even though Winstanley's lighthouse was gone, the ships still 

needed a warning. John Smeaton, a Christian engineer, was asked 

to redesign and rebuild the light of warning. He did. And when he 

was finished, the cornerstone read, "Except the Lord Build the 

House, They Labor in Vain that Build It." For many years that 

lighthouse has stood every test. 

Whatever will come in 2012, if you try to stand on your own, 

trusting in your own wisdom and ability, you will go down like 

Winstanley's lighthouse. On the other hand, if every day of this 

new year is founded on the Savior who gave His life for our 

salvation, you will be able to stand as a witness to Jesus; you will 

be able to withstand the storms and waves. Which will, my 

friends, make 2012 a very good year! 

Adapted from a devotion by Rev. Ken Klaus of the Lutheran Hour 

 

 

Calendar: 

January 24: Board of Directors meeting 

February 24-26: Men’s Retreat at Camp CILCA 

March 4-10: National Lutheran Schools Week 

March 25:  CID Bible Bowl 

 

 
Prayers for Cid Missions 

During the next 30 days please include these missions in your 

church’s and your personal prayers: 

 

Tree of Life Lutheran Church, Decatur  that God might 

continue to use them to reach unchurched people in the Decatur 

community. 

Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf, Jacksonville for 

blessings on their telling God’s Word among the hearing 

impaired and a continued good response from the 300 residential 

students at the Illinois School for the Deaf. 

 

Men’s Retreat February 24-26 

Cutting trees, fixing buildings, and splitting wood are the main 

focus of our men’s retreat.   You do not have to be skilled in 

using a chainsaw, hammer, or a tractor to come to this event.  

Here at Camp CILCA we are asking for all able bodied men (18 

years and older), who have a desire to serve Christ with their own 

sweat.   The cost for this event is $25.00 and this will help pay 

for the materials needed to accomplish our goals. Camp CILCAs 

men’s retreat also serves as a wonderful opportunity to explore 

God’s word as we will have morning and evening devotions/ 

Bible studies and conclude with a Sunday worship service in the 

morning.  To register or ask questions email at camp@cilca.org 

 

Exciting News From CID CEF--The Board of directors of the 

Central Illinois District Church Extension Fund has once again 

declared a Mortgage Interest Rebate for 2011.  If your 

congregation paid interest to CEF during 2011 and your loan is 

either paid off or paid through December 31, 2011 no later than 

January 31, 2012, you are eligible for a portion of the rebate.  The 

total of the rebate is $250,000.00  In addition to the rebate, CEF 

has lowered the annual interest rate on all existing loans from 

5.875%  to 5.375% 

This is made possible through the faithful investments of the 

members of the Central Illinois district placing their confidence 

in the mission and ministry of Church Extension.  Dave, Susan, 

and the CEF Board thank everyone for their support.  Blessings 

for a faith-filled new year.  
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