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Opening Thoughts:   
 
What comes after Christmas? Recovery, yes, but liturgically we are now 
in the season of Epiphany. This is a Greek word which means “(He) has 
appeared.” The prominent twin themes of Epiphany are (1) the light 
shining in the darkness, and (2) the fact that Christ’s light has now 
shined on the Gentiles. With the visit of the Magi, our Lord makes it clear 
that they are included in the number of God’s people. The Gospel is for 
them, too.  
Many people get depressed in January. It’s cold, dark, and dreary. It 
need not be, though. For the One Who said “Let there be light” has 
shined in us in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. It happened at His 
humble birth in Bethlehem, and it continues today - through the bread 
and wine, the water, the Word. In this time when everything is new, 
rejoice in what is not new: that the grace of God has truly appeared, and 
He is here to stay!  
 

Rev. Peter Glock (Zion-Wenona/St. Paul-Varna)  
and member of the CID Board of Directors. 

 
Pray For Our Central Illinois District Missions supported by 
your church’s Mission Dollars to the District. “Finally, brothers, 
pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honored...”  
Dear God, convert and control. Convert those who are still to be 
converted, that together we may hallow and praise your holy name by 
pure and true teaching and a good and holy life. Control those who 
refuse to be converted. May they stop missing, defaming, dishonoring 
your holy name and misleading your needy people. Amen. (Dr. Martin 
Luther) 
 
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty  
 
The Supreme Court recently “delivered a blow to those who are pro-
abortion when they turned down a case that challenged Kentucky’s pro-
life law, which required doctors to provide ultrasound images and play 
fetal heartbeats for women who were seeking an abortion.” Pro-life is 
pro-science! The Center for Religious Liberty educates about the sanctity 
of life. See www.lcrlfreedom.org for more information. 
 

Stewardship Speakers: Invite President Mark Miller or Stewardship 
Executive Ken Schurb to your church to preach and teach on 
Stewardship some Sunday in 2020. They are both making themselves 
available as much as possible for this, as part of the CID “Bring Giving 
Home” initiative. 
 
Congregational Assimilation will be the topic of a short series of 
classes to be taught by Dr. Ken Schurb at Trinity Lutheran School and 
Parish Center, (515 S. MacArthur Blvd) Springfield, from 6:30 pm to 7:45 
pm on a number Wednesday evenings: Jan. 22, Jan. 29, Feb. 5, and 
Feb. 12. Members of all CID churches are welcome. 
 
Don’t forget to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars®  
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice® 
program can help support organizations you care about. Don’t let Choice 
Dollars expire.  

 
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice Dollars available 
are asked to direct any remaining Choice Dollars. Help support the 
Central Illinois District- Springfield, IL. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the 
prompt. If you’re eligible Thrivent Financial member and have Choice 
Dollars available to direct, please keep us in mind. 
 
Planning for Church Worker Retirement  
 
It’s not too early to begin planning for retirement. To help our church 
workers with this, Mr. Paul Snyder from Concordia Plan Services will 
come to CID on two Saturdays in February. He will present a day-long 
(9:00 am- 3:00 pm) workshop, doing so in two different places to make it 
maximally accessible. On Feb. 8, 2020, he will be at Redeemer, Peoria, 
and on Feb. 15, 2020, he will be at St. John's, Effingham. Feb. 22 is the 
“snow date,” in the original location, if inclement weather forces a 
cancellation on either Feb. 8 or 15. Topics to be covered include: 
envisioning retirement; retirement finances; retirement income; 
healthcare and health costs; and more. By the way, a single “follow up” 
workshop is being projected for Saturday, April 18, 2020. If you have 
questions, contact Ken Schurb in the District office (217-793-1802 ext. 
110).  
Please register for this workshop by no later than Friday, January 24.  
To register, please contact: Cristel Hoffman (CPS) 1-888-927-7526 ext. 
6824 or email Cristel.Hoffman@concordiaplans.org. 
 
Stay Connected with the Central Illinois District 
CID’s website: http://www.cidlcms.org/ 
CID’s GatePost (newsletter) http://www.cidlcms.org/gatepost.html 
Subscribe to the E-GatePost/Monthly Bulletin Inserts: 
http://www.cidlcms.org/ 


