
Central	Illinois	District	–	Mission	Story	
	

Mission	Council:	Rock	Island	Circuit	
	

The Rock Island Circuit Mission Council, also called the Hispanic 
Council, began in 2002 with a project. Pastors and laypeople in the Rock 
Island Circuit knew that Spanish-speaking Pastor Pablo Dominguez was 
coming to East Moline, called as a District Missionary. They also knew he 
would be starting Hispanic ministry in the Quad Cities from scratch. Initially, 
those who gathered as the mission council thought of themselves as the 
church council that he did not have at the time.  

 
Circuit churches sent one representative apiece to the mission 

council. Its meetings provided information about Pastor Dominguez’s work 
and sparked interest. The mission council also became a way to bring to 
bear and coordinate various skills that members of circuit churches wanted to 
contribute to the Hispanic mission: carpentry, bookkeeping, laying carpet, 
etc.  

 
In time, the mission council also provided financial support to the 

mission. The council opened its own bank account. For a while it paid various 
expenses such as van insurance. In 2019 the council closed its account, for 
Cristo Rey Lutheran Church had assumed responsibility for all the expenses 
which the council had been paying. And several council members were 
instrumental in arranging fundraising projects in circuit churches to help 
Cristo Rey return $10,000 of subsidy money to the Central Illinois District in 
2019.  

 
Council members have enjoyed learning about Hispanic culture. 

Pastor Dominguez has taught them a great deal, not only about culture but 
also about servanthood in Christ.  

 
The Rock Island Circuit Mission Council’s role has changed over the 

years. Yet its commitment to Christ and to the cause of Lutheran mission 
outreach to Spanish-speaking residents of the Quad Cities has remained. 
The Lord has used its dedicated efforts in cooperation with the Central Illinois 
District.  

 
“I thank my God . . . because of your partnership in the Gospel” (Phil. 1:3-5).  
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