Lay reader talk for week three:

Stewards Transformed by Love

In this the third and final week of our stewardship program, Stewards Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love, we are focusing today on the virtue of love.  In Romans 5:8 Paul wrote, “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  God has never stopped pouring out His love for us.  “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down His life for His friends” (John 15:13).  He demonstrated His tremendous love not because of our worthiness, but because He is a God of unfathomable love.  Jesus’ love for His heavenly Father and for us changed the world.  Through His birth, life, death, and resurrection from that death, we through faith have received the forgiveness of our sins and life eternal.  God’s love to us in Christ is that power that enables us to love Him.  “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).

The love of Jesus empowers us to be His stewards.  Because of Jesus’ love, we become people responding out of love to serve those He places in our lives.  When needs arise, Jesus opens our eyes and hearts so we can respond to those needs.  Because Jesus’ love for us motivates us, we find joy in our serving and giving. Love changes our giving from an obligation to a privilege.  He is the source of the love that we give to Him and others.

There is a story of two brothers who were farmers.  They farmed together, and their agreement was to share their crops equally.  One brother was single while the other brother had a wife and three kids.  The brother who was single did not think it was fair for him to receive half of the crops because his brother had a family to support.  At night, he would get up and take some of the harvest from his pile and put it on his brother’s.  The brother with the family thought it wasn’t fair for him to receive half of the crops, because his single brother would have no one to take care of him in his old age.  At night, he took some of the crops from his pile and put it on his brother’s.  One night they met each other as each was performing his act of love.  They were blessed knowing how much they loved each other.

How wonderful it is that, as Christians, we know that Jesus loves us even more than the brothers loved each other.  Jesus continues to love us even when our love and faith wane.  He continues to provide for us even when we jealously hoard His blessings.   But let this not be the case with us who have experienced His great love.  Let us instead live lives that genuinely reflect Jesus’ love for us.
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