Week One

Children’s Message
Receiving and Giving Gifts

How many of you like to receive gifts for their birthday or Christmas?  I bet each of you get a gift from Mom and Dad for all your birthdays and Christmas.  Just think how many gifts your parents give you.  Your parents are special people who love to give you things.  Your parents have given you everything you have, your life, food, clothes, toys, a place to sleep, a home and on and on.  
I know you like to receive gifts, but do you like to give gifts to your mom and dad for their birthdays and Christmas?  Isn’t it true that even the gifts that you give to your parents have come from them?  Maybe you get an allowance (which comes from Mom and Dad), and don’t Mom and Dad take you to the store to pick something out and then give you the money to pay at the check-out register?
It’s the same way with God.  He gives us everything we need.  It may be a bit harder to see than it is with our parents, but He gives us everything: life, all that we need to support it, and most of all the greatest gift of all, Jesus, Who gives us eternal life.  So we love to give gifts to God just like we love to give gifts to our parents.  Telling others about Jesus, helping others, and giving of our things are all ways we give gifts to God.  And just like our parents beam from ear to ear when we give them gifts, so God loves it when we give back Him back from what He has given us.   As we are eager to give gifts to our parents, so we are eager to give gifts to God.

Let’s pray.  Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us and for giving us so much.  Lord, help these boys and girls experience the joy of giving.  Amen. 

