Lay reader talk for week one:
God’s Transforming Grace

This is the first week of our stewardship emphasis Stewards Transformed by God’s Grace, Faith, and Love.  Our focus for week one is the virtue grace.  We often hear the word “grace” used to describe a dancer, or we refer to the prayer prior to a meal as “grace.”  However, to God’s people, the word “grace” has a much more profound meaning, because we know it is only by God’s grace that we have life.  Only by God’s grace do we live and delight in God’s awesome creation.  Only by God’s grace in Jesus do we have the forgiveness of sins, an abundant life here on earth, and life eternal.  Yes, all that we are and have are by God’s grace.

Grace can be defined as God’s unmerited favor.  It is unmerited because we have done nothing to deserve God’s gifts.  Just as parents or married couples give freely to their family members or to one another, God in a much more meaningful way gives to us.  Even though we are sinful and wayward people, God keeps on giving and giving.  We can never outgive God.

God’s grace also equips us to do His will.  The writer of Hebrews tells us that God will “equip [us] with everything good that [we] may do His will” (verse 13:21).  As God’s stewards, we know that He wants us to manage His blessings His way and for His glory.  God equips us with resources to do His will.  In 2 Corinthians 9:8, the Apostle Paul wrote, “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.”  He abundantly supplies everything we need to be His faithful stewards.  Filled with faith and the resources to do His will, we are then guided by His Holy Spirit in doing His will.  By God’s grace, we are God-pleasing stewards.  May we all experience great joy in faithfully stewarding the many blessings God has entrusted to our care.
