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steward.




Bible Study 2: 
“Stewards Transformed 
by Faith”

Prayer:  O Lord, we thank You for all our blessings, especially our spiritual blessings.  Thank You for the gift of faith, Heavenly Father, and for boldness and confidence in asking You to work in us and through us to produce the works that You have planned for us, Your faithful stewards, to do.  Through Jesus we pray, for His glory and honor.  Amen.

Introduction

How freeing for the believer to realize that the only thing essential for his salvation – faith – is God’s gift!  It is not an emotion or a state of mind we work up through our own willpower.  It is a reality given to us by God.  “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).
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Faith is not dependent on our circumstances or our abilities.  It is dependent solely on God.  As we read about the heroes of faith in chapter 11 in Hebrews, we may remember their sins as well:  Abraham went ahead of God’s plan and had a child with Hagar; Jacob was a liar and a deceiver; Moses was a murderer; David an adulterer and murderer.  Their sinful nature is not what Hebrews 11 stresses, however.  What is important is what God did with these heroes, sinners just like you and me, as they acted in obedience through the faith God gave them. 

Faith enables us to be God’s agents for action.  His gift of true faith is revealed through works.  Faith is essential for stewardship.  God, Who gives us resources to use as stewards, also gives us faith to practice good stewardship of those resources for His glory and honor. 
1. Read Acts 16:29-33.  What was Paul’s answer to the jailer who asked, “What must I do to be saved?”

2. Ephesians 2:8-9 is a passage many Christians know by heart, and for good reason, for it lays out unequivocally the basis of our salvation.  It says, “For by ___________ you have been saved through ___________.  And this is not your own ________________; it is the __________ of God, not a result of _____________, so that no one may boast.”
3. What does Hebrews 11:1 tell you about faith?

Obedience Is the Result of Faith
Just as the Holy Spirit enables us to believe, so He enables us to be obedient.  True faith results in obedience.  “Without faith it is impossible to please Him,” we read in Hebrews 11:6.  It is by faith that we are enabled to be obedient to God’s will, and obedience (good works) apart from faith avails us nothing (Isaiah 64:6).  Obedience is the mark of Christian faith.  This is what stewardship is – the expression of our faith through obedience to God’s command to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit the prisoner (Matthew 25:35-36).

4. Read Romans 15:15-16.  What did Paul say he’d received grace to do?

In his epistle, the Apostle James uses Abraham and Rahab as illustrations of the obedience resulting from faith.
5.
Read James 2:21-25.

     
 a.  How are these two heroes of faith different? Alike?

      
b.  How did Abraham demonstrate his obedience?

      
c.  How did Rahab demonstrate her obedience?

     
 d. Which came first – faith or obedience?  (See also Hebrews 11:17-19, 31.)

Both of these servants of God, one renowned for his faith, and the other noted for her sin, proved they possessed sincere and saving faith by their obedience to the Lord’s will.

Good Works Are the Natural Outgrowth of Faith

Closely intertwined with obedience are good works.  We don’t earn our forgiveness and salvation by our works and obedience, but true faith always produces good works and obedience.  We just read in Ephesians 2:8-9 that it is by grace through faith that we are saved.  Following these all-important verses is another of equal significance.

6.
Read Ephesians 2:10.

     
 a.  What is the person of faith?

     
 b.  What is the redeemed person created to do?

     
 c.  Whose works are these?

7.
Read James 2:14-18.

     
 a.  What did James say about faith without works?  (See verse 26 also.)

     
 b.  What did James declare to be proof of faith?

8.
What do the following verses tell us about faith?

a. Isaiah 64:6 – 

b. Hebrews 11:6 – 

These verses from James with their strong emphasis on works may seem to be a contradiction of Paul’s strong emphasis on faith.  An understanding of who their readers were helps to clarify this seeming inconsistency.  James was writing to Jewish Christians who, learning that they were justified by faith alone, had wandered too far in one direction.  They mistakenly believed that, since their works didn’t earn them any merit with God, they were unnecessary.

Paul, on the other hand, was writing to those who were leaning in the other direction, falsely believing that, by their good works, they could be righteous before God.  Scripture shows that Paul, in fact, is in agreement with James on the importance of works.  

9.
Along with Ephesians 2:10, read the following verses to discover what else Paul had to say regarding good works:

a. 1 Timothy 6:17-19 – 
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b. Titus 2:11-14 – 

c. Hebrews 10:24 (although it is doubtful that Paul is the writer of this epistle) – 

Application for the Steward

10. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12.  

a.   What prayer did Paul offer his readers?  

b.   Why?

To the church in Rome, Paul wrote, “For in [the Gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith’ ” (Romans 1:17).

Therefore, as stewards of all God’s gifts – spiritual and material – we give Him thanks and praise.  We continually rely on Him to enable and equip us to please Him by our works produced by His gift of faith.  We pray for ourselves and our brothers and sisters in the faith that Christ will be glorified in and through us.

11. Through faith, God’s people understand that in Christ… 

a. 2 Corinthians 5:17 – 

b. Galatians 2:20 – 

c. Philippians 2:13 –

Often we fail in our stewardship.  Like the Biblical heroes of faith, we sometimes take our eyes off our Lord and go our own ways.  In Christ there is forgiveness and there is restoration, so, by His grace, we begin again.  We take up our role as stewards of the Gospel, reading and studying and hiding it in our hearts and sharing it with others through our words and our work produced by faith.  God has entrusted us with the privilege of sharing His Gospel of salvation with a lost world.  Therefore, let us use our financial resources to support our pastors, teachers, missionaries and others who are called into fulltime Christian vocations as well as to support the ministry and programs of the Church which strive to go, teach, and baptize (Matthew 28:19).

12.  Read 1 Peter 2:11-12.

       a.  What are you as God’s steward to avoid?

       b.  Instead, what should you do?  Why?

13. According to 1 Corinthians 4:2, what obligation do you as  a steward of the Word have?

Prayer:  Oh Lord, how gracious You are to make us Your stewards and to give us a meaningful part in making Your Kingdom come!  Allow us to rely on You for grace to “walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which [we] have been called” (Ephesians 4:1).  Cause us to turn to You in repentance when we fail, confessing our sins, and then let us eagerly and confidently receive Your forgiveness and act on Your promise to enable us to continue to do Your work, work produced by faith.   Through Christ we pray.  Amen.  
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