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I’m going to tell you a story today about two little girls, Angie and Laura.  They had been best friends since they had been babies.  Laura was a very active child while Angie was content to watch while Laura scooted all the way across the monkey bars.  Then she’d clap and cheer for her friend.

Angie didn’t have a lot of energy, so Laura quieted herself and played quiet games with her.  Before long, even that tired Angie out, and Laura came to realize that her friend was sick.  So Laura brought books to read to Angie while she lay in bed and told her jokes to make her laugh.  Then one day, Laura’s mother told her gently that Angie’s heart had just given out and she had gone to Heaven to live with Jesus.

Laura was broken-hearted over the loss of her friend, but one day it occurred to her that Angie’s mom and dad were even sadder than she was.  She started to pray for them every day.  One day Laura was late after school.  “Where have you been?” her mom asked.  “Oh,’ replied Laura, “I just went to cheer up Angie’s mom.”  “What did you do?” her mom asked with curiosity.  “Well, I just sat in her lap and cried with her,” said Laura.

Now I ask you:  Can you see how these girls showed love to each other?  To whom else did Laura show love?  How?  

Did you know that God tells us that, whenever we show love and kindness to someone else, it’s the same as showing it to Him?  How do you think Laura and Angie learned to show love?  1 John 4:19 says, “We love because [Jesus] first loved us.” How did Jesus show His love for us?

That’s right.  He died on the Cross to take away our sins.  That’s why Laura could be sure her friend Angie was in Heaven with Him.  That’s how we know we will be in Heaven with Jesus some day too.  

