Lay reader talk for second week

Transformed by Faith
As part of our stewardship theme, Stewards Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love, we are focusing today on the virtue of faith.  One of the most inspiring chapters in Scripture is Hebrews chapter 11 which is referred to as the “Faith Chapter.”  Here we learn that, by faith, men and women such as Noah, Abraham, Moses, Isaac, Joseph, and Rahab pleased God by their faithful obedience.  

Just as these Biblical patriarchs knew that God was real, merciful, and faithful to them, we know that He is active and present in our lives as well.  Nurtured by Word and Sacrament, our faith motivates and empowers us in our acts of stewardship.  God equips us for good works and transforms us into faithful stewards.

However, our faithfulness may come at a price, as it did for the faithful in the “Faith Chapter.”  It may cost us our financial treasures, our time, and our energy.  It may cost us friends and family who don’t understand our ways that are countercultural.  It may cost us status, prestige, and pride.  Jesus gave the call to faithful obedience by saying, “If anyone would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me” (Luke 9:23).  At times, the price may seem too high to pay.   When things get tough and we get down, we should consider Paul’s words:


But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus as my Lord.  For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith (Philippians 3:7-9).

What does the world offer?  Rubbish!  What results from bearing the fruit of faithful obedience?  We grow in the knowledge and love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and we find true treasures.

May God grant us faith not only to know Him but also to be faithful stewards of all that He entrusts to us. 
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