Answer Guide 
Stewards Transformed by Grace, Faith, and Love
Bible Study 1: “Stewards Transformed by Grace”

1. Because all that we are and have are gifts given to us by God’s grace.  By grace, God loves us and has forgiven us.  We have done nothing to deserve His grace.  In fact, we are most undeserving of His grace.  Through faith, we understand how important God’s grace is to us.

2. By grace, God created the world and made mankind the masterpiece of His creation.  God was not forced to create the world.  He created us out of His grace and love.  We were created in God’s image.  Almost immediately this image was lost because of the fall into sin.  We were doomed to death and hell.  By grace, God sent His Son into the world to atone for our sins and reconcile us with God.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are made righteous through Jesus’ blood allowing us to approach our Heavenly Father.

3. By grace, Abraham was both wealthy financially and spiritually.  By grace, God changed Abraham from a pagan idolater to a man of faith.  Even though both he and his wife Sarah were well past child-bearing age, God blessed them with their son, Isaac.  Through Abraham, God made a Covenant that promised that through his descendants a Savior would be born.
4. First of all, “There is no one who does good, not even one” (Psalm 14:3b).  Obviously, grace is for all, for we all have “sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  All of us are sinners saved by grace.  Example: me!
5. God’s grace kept Joseph’s brothers from killing him.  God’s grace put him in a position to interpret dreams that gave him the recognition and the opportunity to be elevated to the second highest position of leadership below the Pharaoh of Egypt.  God’s grace gave Joseph faith and great wisdom.  Through the account of Joseph’s life, Scripture says, “The Lord was with Joseph.”
6. God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense

7. 2 Corinthians 8:1-7.  The Apostle Paul tells us that they were empowered to give by the grace of God.  In their distress, they gave generously to the needy Christians in Jerusalem, having first given themselves to God.  Paul uses the giving of the Macedonians as an example to encourage the people in Corinth to give.

8. Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-10.  In spite of our trespasses, God lifts us up and rescues us.  By grace, we are saved.  And we are saved to do the works God has prepared for us to do.
9. Personal response.  God’s grace not only saves us, but it empowers us to become the people that God wants us to be.  By grace, we understand God’s will through His Word, and we are enabled to follow His will and even delight in it and accomplish His purposes for us.

10. Acts 20:24.  To testify or share the Gospel.  Personal response.
11. Titus 2:11-12.  God’s grace enables and trains us to renounce ungodly living and worldly passions and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives.

12. Through faith, we have open hearts willing to receive God’s grace, and we are able to see God’s grace at work in our lives.  After receiving grace, we can extend it to others.  As new creations in Christ, we seek God’s grace.  It is likely that most of us receive grace better than giving it.  
13. John 1:14.  Grace is God’s generous mercy toward undeserving people.  God’s free and underserved favor toward sinful humanity is demonstrated in Christ’s work of redemption.  God’s Word is truth so we know all that He has promised will be fulfilled.
14. Luke 15:11-32.  The prodigal son was underserving to be welcomed back by his father, but his father extended his grace and heartily welcomed his son home.  In the same way, our Heavenly Father continually extends His arms to encourage and welcome us His sinful, wayward children, home.

15. Grace comes before faith, and by grace, God gives us faith.  Through faith and in grateful response to God’s grace, we do good works.
Bible Study 2: “Stewards Transformed by Faith”
1. Acts 16:29-33.  The Apostle Paul told the jailer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”  The Gospel was shared with the jailer and his family.  Their worship was a powerful witness.  Those in the prison heard Paul share the Gospel, pray, and sing.  After coming to faith, the jailer and family were baptized.  The jailer and family did nothing for their salvation.  The Holy Spirit gave them faith and changed their hearts.
2. Ephesians 2:8-9.  Grace, faith, doing, gift, works

3. Hebrews 11:1.  Faith is knowledge, and it is also a state of confidence and trust.  Faith is certitude.  We are certain of God's promises.  Faith involves both the future and the present.  Faith does not insist on knowing the reasons for God’s action.  Faith allows us to leave everything to God.  Only God through His Word gives faith.

Read Romans 10:17.  Through the Word, the Holy Spirit opens hearts.

4. Romans 15:15-16.  Paul received God’s grace to be a minister of Christ to the Gentiles.  Rev. James Ryle, founder of Trust Works Ministry, wrote, “Grace is the empowering presence of God enabling you to be who He created you to be, and to do what He has called you to do.”  We are saved by faith and empowered by faith.
5. James 2:21-25.  

a. Different? Abraham was already righteous before God told him to sacrifice his son Isaac.  Rahab was not a lady of faith.  She was well known for her sinful life.  But she had heard about the Lord (Joshua 2:8-13) and believed.  She hid the spies, helped them escape, and made them promise to save her and her loved ones when, she was certain, her city would be demolished by God.
Alike?  As people of faith, they evidenced their faith through good works.

b. Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son.

c. Rahab risked her life by aiding the spies

d. Faith came first.

6. Ephesians 2:10. 

a. God’s workmanship (believers).  The Holy Spirit is received through faith; hearts are renewed and given new interests and attitudes which bring forth good works.
b.  Bear fruit or good works

c.  God has prepared them in advance.  God is working through the faithful steward.

7. James 2:14-18.

a.  Faith without works is dead.  “Faith apart from works is dead.”  Works naturally follow   
faith.  A living faith leads us to share gladly with others what we have freely received in 
Jesus.  Just knowing about God will not produce good works.
b.  Works done by faith.

8. a. Isaiah 64:6. All of our own righteous acts are like filthy rags or polluted garments.


b. Hebrews 11:6. Without faith God is not pleased.

9. a.  1 Timothy 6:17-19. Those who are rich should not trust in their wealth but are to be rich in good deeds and be generous and ready to share.

b.  Titus 2:11-14. Zealous for good works.

c.  Hebrews 10:24.  Stir up one another to love and do good works along with encouraging one another to meet  together.
10. 2 Thessalonians 11:11-12. 

a. Pray that “God may make you worthy of His calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by His power.”  Only God can make us worthy.  God gives His people power.  ESV study note: “Though justification and sanctification are distinct, as are faith and works, they are never separate…We are saved through faith alone, but faith is never alone; it always produces good works of faith.”

b.   So that the name of Jesus may be glorified.

11. a.   2 Corinthians 5:17. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. (We are new creations.)
b. Galatians 2:20.  Christ lives in us and the life we lead is in faith. (that “we have been crucified with Christ…”  We longer live, but Christ lives in us)
c. Philippians 2:13.  God works in us “to will and to work for us His good pleasure.”
12. 1 Peter 2:11-12.

a. Avoid passions of the flesh.  
b. Keep our conduct honorable and do good deeds so others will see them which glorifies God.

13. 1 Corinthians 4:2.  We are to be found trustworthy.

Bible Study 3: “Stewards Transformed by Love”

1. 1 John 4:10.  God’s love for us.  He loved us so much He sent His Son to redeem us from sin. We can only return His love because love originates from God.  “God is love” (1 John 4:8).
2. 1 John 5:1-3

a. Those who believe that Jesus is the Christ have been born of God.  We are born of water and Spirit in Baptism (John 3:3-8).
b. Whoever loves God also loves the children of God.  Loving others gives evidence of God’s love in us.  Therefore, if we don’t love others we show we don’t love God.
3. 1 John 4:11-12.  We ought to love one another.  We serve God by serving others.  God’s love has achieved its purpose when it causes us to love others.
4. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15.  God causes us to live no longer live for ourselves because we live for Jesus.
5. Luke 10:25-37. 
a. The man beaten and the priest and Levite were all Jews.  Also the priest and Levite were leaders of the church so they should have been willing to offer support.  God holds His teachers and leaders to a high standard.
b. The Samaritans were outcasts and looked down upon.  There was hostility between the Jews and the Samaritans.  Yet the Samaritan took care of the man’s wounds, brought him to an inn, and paid for his stay at the inn.  He showed great compassion.
c. God wants us to show love and compassion to all people.  Any person we meet is our neighbor.
6. Read 2 John 6.  “This is love, that we walk according to His commandments.”  Tell others about Jesus.  Spend time in His Word, prayer, and worship.  Love others.  
7. a.   James 2:1-4.  Love all by showing no partiality.  Love all alike.

c. James 2:14-17.  We are called to use our material positions for those who need our support.

d. 1 John 3:16-18.  If we see a need, we are to show compassion and fill the need.
8. 1 Thessalonians 2:7-9. 

a. Sharing both the Gospel and themselves.  Paul referenced the care that a mother gives to her baby.

b. Paul labored to provide his own support without insisting that it comes from others.  He worked hard in sharing the Gospel and worked to provide for his own physical needs.

9. 1 John 2:15-17.  If someone is in love with the world, they are not interested in using their resources to help people in need.
10. Ephesians 1:15-16.  He gave thanks to God for the love for the saints.
11. 2 Corinthians 9:6-9.

a. Share bountifully and generously.

b. We can give cheerfully because of the relationship that we have with Jesus.  We know how much Jesus loves us.  We willingly and cheerfully give to Him Who has given Himself to us.
12. 2 Corinthians 9:10-12.  God will provide more for us to give and, as we give, God is glorified.

13. 1 John 3:17-18.  In Christ name, we give what we have to help others. 
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